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NEWS AROUND THE CLOCK 


HARASSMENT CLAIM 


Meehan Drops Bid for Reelection 


Controversy from payment over harassment claim 
and use of “soul mate” brings down congressman. 


By Jonathan Tamari 

WASHINGTON BUREAU 
U.S. Rep. Pat Meehan will not 
seek reelection, he disclosed 
Thursday, about a week after 
news reports that he used taxpay- 
er dollars to settle a former 
aide’s sexual harassment claim 
— and following the harsh re- 
sponse to his description of the 


woman as his “soul mate.” 

The decision makes Meehan 
the latest in a string of powerful 
men, including other members 
of Congress, to lose their posi- 
tions amid a national backlash 
against sexual harassment. It 
comes five days after the accusa- 
tion and his secret settlement 
payout were first made public, 


and two days after interviews in 
which the congressman seemed 
to worsen the situation by at- 
tempting to defend his actions. 

“After consultation with my 
wife, Carolyn, and with my three 
sons, and after prayerful reflec- 
tion, I write to inform you that I 
will not seek reelection to the 
United States Congress for the 
Seventh Congressional District 
in 2018,” Meehan, a Delaware 
County Republican, wrote Thurs- 
day in a letter to his campaign 


chairman. “Today I communicat- 
ed the same to the office of 
Speaker Paul Ryan.” 

The Inquirer and Daily News 
obtained a copy of the letter 
Thursday night. 

Meehan, 62, is now subject to a 
review by the House Ethics Com- 

See MEEHAN on A10 


Rep. Pat Meehan used taxpayer 
money to settle a complaint from 
a woman he called his “soul 
mate.” SHARON GEKOSKI-KIMMEL / File 


SUPER BOWL LII CEL EAGLES vs. PATRIOTS 


Birds Dialed In 


Coach Doug Pederson is locked in on an Eagles practice at the NovaCare Complex. During Thursday’s session, players wore full 
pads and were earnest in their preparation for the Super Bowl, knowing next week in Minneapolis will be one of constant 
distractions. “Chaos, man,” said one Eagle of Super Bowl Week. Complete coverage in Sports, Section D. tim TAI / staff Photographer 


In Sports, D1: 


> Mike Sielski: The Eagles’ 2016 strategy pays off in ’18. 


In Region, B1: 


> Stu Bykofsky: Dear Boston, 
hop aboard the bandwagon. 


In Life, C1: 


> Inga Saffron: Supe’s crystal palace. 
> How to wear your Eagles pride. 


Sources: 
Mueller 
firing was 
thwarted 


Trump backed off in June after 
lawyer threatened to resign. 


By Rosalind S. Helderman 
and Josh Dawsey 
WASHINGTON POST 

WASHINGTON — President Trump 
sought the firing of Robert Mueller in June, 
shortly after the special counsel took over 
the investigation into Russian interference 
in the 2016 election, and he backed off only 
after White House counsel Donald McGahn 
threatened to resign over the move. 

The extraordinary showdown was con- 
firmed by two people familiar with the epi- 
sode, which was first reported by the New 
York Times. 

McGahn did not deliver his resignation 
threat directly to Trump, but was serious 
about his threat to leave, according to a 
person familiar with the episode. 

The president’s effort came in the weeks 
after Mueller’s appointment in May to lead 
the probe into Trump’s campaign and wheth- 
er it coordinated with Russian attempts to 
tilt the election. Mueller was tapped for the 
role by Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosen- 
stein after Trump fired FBI Director James 
Comey, and his probe has quickly expanded 
to include an exploration of whether Trump 
has attempted to obstruct the investigation. 

See MUELLER on A5 


THE MEEK MILL DRAMA 


Power, influence shape rapper's case 


By Jeremy Roebuck and Mark Fazlollah 
STAFF WRITERS 

Before the rapper Meek Mill was sent 
back to prison on a probation violation last 
fall, an unexpected ally put in a call to the 
Philadelphia judge overseeing the case. 

Former Gov. Ed Rendell pitched a solu- 
tion to Common Pleas Court Judge Genece 
E. Brinkley that he believed would keep 
Mill under her supervision, help the city, 
and remove the restriction that most ran- 
kled the rapper and his promoters. If Brin- 
kley lifted her ban on unapproved out-of- 
state travel, which was hurting Mill’s abili- 
ty to tour, he’d donate 15 percent of his 
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Meek Mill, Judge Genece Brinkley 


On Mill’s behalf, 
Rendell called 
judge, who's cited 


view. She later sentenced Mill to two to 
four years in prison — a decision that un- 
leashed a wave of protest from supporters 
who have held up the rapper as a poster 
child for the thousands of black men incar- 
cerated in what they view as an overly 
punitive system. 

Rendell’s previously unreported phone 
call — and the behind-the-scenes maneu- 
vering in the days and weeks since — un- 
derscore a key aspect of a case that has 
attracted nationwide interest: 

Mill is no ordinary defendant. Brinkley is 
no typical judge. 

And both have exerted power, status, and 


concert revenues to Philadelphia’s burgeon- 1+] 1 resources to win advantages in court in 
ing pre-K program, Rendell said. her position Mm ways that few others could — ways that 
Brinkley didn’t respond to the proposal legal ethicists describe as problematic. 
on the phone, Rendell said in a recent inter- personal cases. See JUDGE on A6 
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IMMIGRATION 


Trump to offer 
citizenship path 
to 1.8 million 
‘Dreamers’ 


By David Nakamura 
WASHINGTON POST 

WASHINGTON — President Trump’s im- 
migration proposal to Congress will include 
a path to citizenship for an estimated 1.8 
million young undocumented immigrants, 
White House officials said Thursday, more 
than twice the number of “Dreamers” who 
were enrolled in a deferred action program 
Trump terminated last fall. 

The figure represents a significant conces- 
sion to Democrats but is likely to produce 
sharp blowback among conservative Repub- 
licans, even as the White House cast the 
move as one piece of an immigration frame- 
work that would significantly tighten border 
control laws. 

Trump’s plan, which will be formally sent to 
the Senate on Monday, also includes a $25 bil- 
lion “trust fund” for a border wall and addition- 
al security upgrades on both the southwest and 
northern U.S. borders. And the president will 
propose significant curbs to legal immigration 
channels, restricting the ability of U.S. citizens 
to petition for visas only for spouses and minor 

See IMMIGRATION on A8 


